
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 15th February 2021 

 
15/2/2021 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its news release of 11 December 2020, Extra funding 
for student associations, whether it will provide an update on the distribution 
of the money. (S5W-34881) 

Richard Lochhead: On 27 January 2021, the Scottish Funding Council published 

guidance in relation to additional funding of £730,250 in Financial Year (FY) 2020-

21 for college and university students’ associations and unions. This confirmed 

institutional and College Region allocations. 

 

NUS Scotland will receive grant funding of £19,750 to (a) provide advice to student 

associations on the coordination of student association activities; and 

(b) draft, in consultation with Scottish Funding Council (SFC), an outcomes based 

report setting out how associations have used the additional resources 

to support students. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what financial support it will offer to newly qualified 

and probationary teachers who are unable to find teaching posts, in order to 

ensure they are retained in the profession. (S5W-35043) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with 
£80 million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, and 200 support staff this 

year. 

In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January 

to support the delivery of remote learning. This funding is sufficient to employ an 

additional 2,000 teachers during this financial year, and a further £25 million has 

been made available to local authorities to support this to the end of the school year. 
 

The funding is not ring-fenced for a specific group of teachers, and may be used by 

local authorities to recruit additional newly qualified teachers, recently qualified 

teachers and other qualified teachers. 

 

This money is additional to the £160m that we have already committed for education 
recovery since the start of the pandemic. 
 
17/2/2021 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what assessment it has made of the financial impact of the pandemic 

on private out-of-school care providers, and what plans it has to provide specific 

support to this sector. (S5W-34923) 



Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has worked closely with local authorities 

and sector representatives to assess and address the financial sustainability of the 

childcare sector through the Working Group on Early Learning and Childcare and 

Childcare Sector Recovery. We are working with the whole childcare sector to 

understand the challenges they face and to establish whether there are reasons 

why the financial support needs for Out of School Care providers may differ to 

those of the rest of the childcare sector. 

We have made £22 million in dedicated support available to private and third 

sector day care of children settings, including private out of school care providers, 

since the start of the pandemic. During the current period of restrictions, £3.8 

million has been made available for grants in each 4 week period, this will total 

£11.2 million between January-March. In view of the reopening of the early 

learning and childcare sector from the 22 February we are considering how best 

to utilise the one third of the fund identified for March to best support those in the 

sector in greatest need, in particular if restrictions continue for school age 

childcare settings. 

 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the current financial 

pressures faced by universities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-34931) 

Richard Lochhead: We already know that the university sector in Scotland has 
been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic. The situation remains dynamic, 

evolving as time goes on and the Scottish Funding Council will continue to 

monitor the position in order to present up-to-date sector information to Scottish 

Government, universities and the wider public. The most recent analysis (January 

2021) suggests that the position is improving, with a forecast operating deficit for 

universities for Academic Year 2020-21 of round £50m compared to initial 

analysis in May 2020 of a forecasting operating deficit of between £384m and 

£651m. 

Throughout the pandemic we have worked closely with our universities and their 
representative body, Universities Scotland, other stakeholders including trade and 
student unions and through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial 
Leadership Group, to build an understanding of both the immediate and longer term 
impact across teaching, research, staff and student issues. We have sought to act 
quickly and decisively to ensure universities are supported. The result of this is that 
our Higher institutions will receive over £100 million in additional financial support 
directly related to Covid from the Scottish Government across the 2019-20 and 2020-
21 academic years. 

We have also engaged regularly with the Scottish Funding Council and via the 

review commissioned by the Minster for Further Education, Higher Education and 

Science, will continue to explore future funding models and options for our 

university sector that will ensure they are viable and sustainable in the long-term. 

The outputs of the review will form an important part of the Government’s thinking 

on the future strategy for tertiary education and university research in Scotland as 

we look to our Universities to be at the heart of recovery, and seek to emerge from 

this crisis even stronger. 



Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what advice will be made available to families with 

one member who is shielding from COVID-19 and who have children who are 

expected to return to school on 22 February 2021.(S5W-35010) 

John Swinney: Children from families with someone who is on the shielding list 
can return to schools when they start to re-open. The Chief Medical Officer has not 

advised that those children should stay off school. 
 

A range of previously published evidence has made clear that schools are not high 

risk environments when the appropriate mitigations and safety measures are 

implemented. There is to date no evidence that in-school transmission is a 

significant driver of increasing infection levels. The Scottish Government has 

issued guidance to education authorities and schools on reducing the risks in 

schools and further supplementary guidance on the arrangements for re- opening 

of schools in January 2021 which set out further mitigation measures. This 

includes that all school staff and senior pupils who are going into school will be 

able to get twice-weekly at home tests from 22 February. This guidance will 

continue to the considered and updated as necessary in the coming weeks. 

 
Information for parents and carers on the reopening of schools can also be found 

on the Parent Club website: FAQs on Scottish schools reopening | Parent Club 

 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on any EIS concerns in 

regard to schools collecting and submitting pupils' literacy and numeracy data this 

academic year. (S5W-35066) 

 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government intends to collect the Achievement of 
Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) levels data in June this year, as planned. This will be 
subject to ongoing suppression of the virus to enable all pupils in P1, P4, P7, and S3 
to attend school. The data will provide helpful information on the impact that COVID-
19 has had on attainment and the equity gap. 

 

18/2/2021 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 

the Scottish Government for what reason the phased return to schooling will take 

place on a national basis, and what consideration it gave to a return based on the 

prevalence of the COVID-19 virus in each local authority area. (S5W-35011) 

John Swinney: Decisions around the phased return to in-school learning continue 

to be based upon scientific data and evidence on the prevalence and transmission 

of the virus. This, in line with the four harms methodology, is balanced alongside 

wider issues of equity and wellbeing. We have been clear that our aim is for all 

children and young people to benefit from in-person provision as soon as it is safe to 

do so, and that this will be prioritised ahead of the easing of restrictions elsewhere in 

society. However, we need to balance this with recognition of the higher levels of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/scientific-and-public-health-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/scientific-and-public-health-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/faqs-on-scottish-schools-reopening
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/faqs-on-scottish-schools-reopening


transmissibility of the new variant, and the need to act carefully so as not to increase 

prevalence either nationally or locally. 

 
We are continuing to discuss plans for the return to in-person provision with the 

Education Recovery Group on a weekly basis. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government for what reason private play groups that operate as 

an alternative option to nursery schools will not recommence on 22 February 

2021(S5W-35014) 

Maree Todd: We are continuing to prioritise the safe opening of schools and 
Early Learning and Childcare. Unregulated activities for children under 12 can 
continue outdoors at this time. We will gradually open up these services, when it is 
safe to do so. 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has undertaken of the 

number of pupils who are still unable to access remote learning through digital 

devices at home. (S5W-35170) 

John Swinney: We have invested £25m to support digital inclusion, which to date 

has delivered over 63,000 devices and almost 12,000 connectivity packages. In 

total, over 70,000 individuals will benefit from this investment. 

In addition, we have made a further £45m available to local authorities which can 

be used flexibly to further support digital inclusion where necessary, and to 

provide additional staff or to deliver wider family support measures to support 

remote learning. 

Local authorities and schools know their learners and families best. As such, they 

are best placed to identify those leaners who are suffering from digital exclusion, 

drawing on their strengthened understanding of need as a result of engaging with 

families on digital inclusion work to date. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


